University of Oklahoma College of Law

University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
3-21-1876

Pottawatomie Indians.

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indigenous, Indian, and Aboriginal Law Commons

Recommended Citation
H.R. Rep. No. 291, 44th Cong., 1st Sess. (1876)

This House Report is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the
Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University of Oklahoma College of Law
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact Law-LibraryDigitalCommons@ou.edu.

44TH CONGRESS,}
1st Session.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

REPORT
{ No. 291.

POTTAW ATOMIE INDIANS.

MARCH

21, 1876.-Recommitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. VAN VoRHES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany bill H. R. 160.]

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
160) to make certain payments to the Pottawatomie Indians, report the
same back to the House, 'I:Qith the following conclusions and recrnnmendations by a subcommittee in relation thereto, and ask that the same be
printed and recommitted to the same committee without motion to reconsider.

The claims of the Pottawatomie Indians in this case arise from a
failure on the part of the Government to pay to them all of their annuities, and failure to outfit and emigrate them to their new homes west of
the Mississippi River, as provided in the different treaties made with
them from 1795 to 1846. By the tenth article of the treaty between the
United States and the Pottawatomies, proclaimed August 7, 1868, it was
provided that there should be appointed by the President two commissioners who should examine and report the amount due the Pottawatomies under the former treaties, which had before that time been reported
upon by the Secretary of the Interior, in House Executive Document
No. 19, Thirty-seventh Congress, third session.
The President, in pursuance of said treaty provision, appointed
Charles Rowland and Stephen D. Mills such commissioners, whose
report upon the same was communicated to Congress by the Secretary
of the Interior, January 28, 1869, Executive Document No. 61, Fortieth
Congress, third session. The commissioners proceeded to examine the
different treaties with the Pottawatomies, and ascertained the amount
due that tribe under said treaties from 1795 to 1861, and also the
amount paid by the Government to then;t in pursuance of the said
treaties, and report a balance due the :PQttawatomies amounting to
$178,953.43."
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The following is the tabular statement of the amount provided for
under the treaties, with the amounts paid, as appears from the records
of the Depart.ments; also the balance dne:
S ch ed u1e.

When
pro- To
what date St'1pu1a t'Ions.·
claimed.
calculated.

p

aymen t s.

I

D ue I n d'1ans. Due
United
Stat.es
.
.

A...... . . . . . . . . . Dec. 2, 1795 Dec. 2, 1860
$6!>, 000 00
$42, 000 00
$2:l, 000 00 .•••••........
B . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 26, 1803 Dec. 26, 1860
3, 800 00
2, 200 00
1, 600 00 .•••••....•.••
C ...... _.•...... Apr. 24, 1806 Apr. 24,1826
5, 000 00
5, UOO 00 .......•......
D.......... . ... Jan. 27, 1808 Jan. 27, 1861
21,200 00
16, 800 00
4, 400 00 .•••..........
E ..... .. .....•.. Jan. 16, 1810 Jan. 16, 11"1H
25, 500 00
20, 250 00
5, 250 00 ............. .
12,000 00
12,000 00 .......................... .
F ...... _....... Dec. 30,1816 Dec. 30,1828
G .............. . Jan. 4, 1819 Jan. 4, 18til
19, 500 00
19, 500 00 ..... . ..................... .
H.............. Jan . 15, 1FI19 Jan. 15, 1861
10:), 000 00
103, 750 00
1, 250 00 ............. .
I ............... Ma.r. 25, 1822 Mar. 25, 1861
132, 2fl0 00
112, 235 00
20, 044 77 .••....... . .
K ............... Feb. 7, 1827 Feb. 7, 1861
200,263 37
208, fi20 47 . .. . . . . . . .
$8,357 10
208,203 00
194, 957 91
13,245 00
L .............. . Jan. 7, 1829 Jan. 7, 1861
:M: .............. Jan. 2,1830 Jan. 2,1861
527,351 00
501, li'29 01
· 25,721 99 ............. .
N .. ........ . .... Jan. 21, 18:l:l ,Jan. 21, 1rl61
419,309 83
41:l, 7811 3:j
5, 529 50 ............. .
0 .... . ......... . •Jan. 21,1833 Jan. 21,1 861
701,14850
661,4:·1 161
39,71689 ..••••........
P .......... . ... . Jan. 21, 1833 Jan: 21, lfl61
298, 721 00
2!J9, 349 29 . .. . . .. . • . . . . .
628 29
Q ......... ...... Feb. 21, 183:) Jan. 21, 1861 1, 304.399 99 1, 319, 6ti4 99 .• . • . . . . . . • • • .
15, 265 00
J-:. ........... .. . . Ff'b. 18,1837 Fl'.b. 18,1?61
110,000 00
112,200 00 ..............
2,200 00
S .·............. . Feb. 21,1835 Feb. 21, IP61
1:~5, 604 3:J
l:l5, ll04 33 ............. .. ............ .
1.'., ............ July 23,1846 July 23,1i<60
629,286 00
629,286 00 .......................... .
Defieie~JCy f?r out.fi!.t.ing for emip:rating Indians ...... ..
28, 442 02 •• •• • • • • • • • • • •
For· em1grahn1! lnthans.................. ... . . . . • . ... . ..
62,590 00 1............. .
Payment to Pottawatomies prior to 1819 .••.•.••••.•... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
30, 387 34
2:15, 791 lfi I
56, 837 73
56. t'37 73 ............ - -

- 178,953
- - -43-1····
-.........
- - -.
:Balance due Pottawatomies as awarded............
Your committee have also examined the reoport of the HouRe Indian
Committ.('e of the second session, Forty-thirrl Congress, and Hfter carefully investigating the case and their concln~'ions as set forth in their
repor-t, coincirle with their findings and conclusions, and adopt the following therefrom:
"The item of salt, $1,600, (Seh~unle B of above tahlt-,) is claimed to
arise under the treaty of Dt>eem her 26, 1803, but hy referem~e to the
treaty it appears that, hy way of commnt}ltion for the use of a certain
~:mit ~pring, tbe Unitt:>d States Agreed to deliYer yt>arly forth~ u~e of said
Iudians and others'' a qnantit.y of salt, not exceeding one hundred and
fifty bushel~." There is no evidence that, during the exil'ltence of the
. treaty, a suffieient quantity of salt for the use of the Indiaus was not
delivered, and as this treat.Y only contemphtted the deliver,y of an
amount requisite for th(~ir use, "not exceecliug" the quantity mentioned,
your com mit tee think there is no ground for this item, and that it should
be rrjeeted.
"'fhe item of $1,2§0 (Schedule H of said table) is snprosed to arise
under the treaty of January 15, 1819, granting a permanent annuity of
$~,500 a year, amounting in t.he aggregate to 1861, the time to which
the report is extended, to $105,000. Of this amount the commissioners
tin<l cate'g orieal evidence of the payment of $103,750, leaving a deficit
of $1,250, for half a ~'ear of 1855 or 1856. It appears that the disbursing-officer is credited with the payment of the full amount, but no
, voucher is found by the commissioners for the same. Your committee
are not satisfied that that is sufficient evidence nuder the circumstances
to ·show a tlon-pa_\·ment., ·and tb<~s think the item should be rejected.
"Tbe item of $20,044.77 (Sch~dule I) arises under treat.y of March 25,
J 822. This item is composed in part of a sup poRed deficit of p:-:~yments
for blacksmith and teacher. By the terms of the treaty, $1,000 a year
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was to be appropriated for a blackRmith and school-teacher, for fifteen
years, without any apportionment lwtween them being provided for.
The blacksmith's services, by the subsequent treaty of January 7, 1829,
were made perpetual, but the teachPr's terminatetl with the fifteen years.
The commissioners have computed, arbitr:-~rily, so far as appears, the
blacksmitll's services at $750 a ,Year and the teacher's at $280. By act
of Uongress of lR34 (4 Sta.ts. at L., p. 735) it is provided that blacksmiths' compensation unrler treaties sh8ll be $480 per annum and schoolteachers' not less than $480 nor more than $600 per annum. As by the
treaty $1,000 per annum was to be paid for blacksmith and teacher, and
it appears that by other acts· the Government rated their services of
equal value, ~·our committee believe that in computing for these sen·ices
the two should be placed upon an equal footing of $i>OO per annum. A
re-adju~tment of the item upon this basis reduces it to $15,800, being a
reduction of $4,244.77.
"The item of $25,721.99 (Schedule M) arises under treaty of January 2,
1830, which provides for the paymen·t of a permanent annuity of $16,000
and fifty barrels of salt. It appears that the annuity of $16,000 per annum was regularly 'paid up to and including 1845, but from thence to
1860 but $14,412.50 was paid per annum. This is accounted for by the
f:-1ct tltat, by virtue of the su hsequent trPaty of September 26, 1833,
$1,587.50 was paid per annum to the Pokagan band, at L' Arbre Crocbe,
in Michigan, the aggregate amount of such payments being $~3,81~.50,
whieh, being deducted from the supposed deficit of $~5,721.99, leaves
the real amount due under this treaty $1 ,909.49.
.
"The remainder of the it•~ms in the tabular stat,ement of the commissioners stated as due the Iudians your cornm'ittee believe are well sustained by the treaties aud the facts.
"The :-1ggregate of the items which your committee think should be
disallowed ar8 as follows :
"Under
" Under
"·Under
''Under

B·----·---------------------·········----------··-----

Schedule
$1,600 00
Scbed ule H . . • . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 250 00
Sched nle I ...... . . . . • . • • • • • . . . . • • . . . . • • . . • • . • . . • • . • . . . . • • . . . . • • . 4, ~44 77
Schedule M ................ ---- ...••• ---- •••..•.••.•••.......... 23,tH2 50

"'l'otal ............................•.....................•......... 30, 907 27

''The aggregate found due by the commissioners' report is tt 78,953.43.
Deducting above amount of items disallowed by yqur committee, leaves
a balance of $148,046.16.
"The eommissionrrs find, under treat.v of February 7, 1827, an 0\·erpayment to the Indians of $8,a57.10, which they haYe properly allowed
in the account. It appears by reference to the accouut, as stated by
commissioners under the same treaty, that the Indians were furnished
iron and steel to the amount of $7,480, which was ah;o an overpayment,
the treaty, in fact, not providing for the furnishing of iron aud steel.
This sum being deducted, leaves the final balance $140,566.16 due the
tribe up to 18tH.
"By joint resolution of Congress of July 28, 1866, it was directed that
$39,000 be paid the Pokagan band of Pottawatomies living in Michigan,
out of the funds of the tribe, and this sum is a proper credit upon the
above amount, and which being deducted therefrom, leaves the amouut
for which the Government is indebted $101,566.16."
·
This balHnce being a liquidated claim ag-ninst the Government in
favor of the Pottawa.tomies, your committee are of the opinion that they
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are entitled to interest thereon from the date of the payment by the
Government of the $39,000 paid as abo-ve shown on July 28, 1866.
And your committee report back the bill with the following amendment: Insert after the word ''Indians," line 11, the words ''per capita,"
and recommend that the bill do pass.
N. H. VAN VORHES.
C. H. MORGAN.
0

